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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application; 

1 . (Previously presented) A method for performing a service on a home network, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

(a) connecting a first home device to the home network; 

(b) connecting a second home device to the home network; 

(c) (1) querying the first home device to obtain first application interface 
description data, and querying the second home device to obtain second application interface 
description data, wherein each application interface description data includes information for 
commanding and controlling of the corresponding home device by another device connected to 
the network, and (2) storing the obtained first and second application interface description data in 
a data base; 

(d) the second home device accessing the first application interface 
description data for the first home device in the database; 

(e) the first home device accessing the second application interface 
description data for the second home device in the database; 

(f) sending control and command data fi"om the first home device to the 
second home device utilizing said second application interface description data for the second 
home device over the network; and 
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(g) sending control and command data from the second home device to the 
first home device utiUzing said first appUcation interface description data for the first home 
device over the network; 

whereby the first and second home devices autonomously perform said service. 

2. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein at least one application 
interface description data includes XML format. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein step (c) includes connecting a database 
device to the network, wherein the database device stores said database. 

4. (Previously presented) The method of claim 3 wherein: 

(i) the first home device stores the first application interface data therein; 

(ii) the second home device stores the second application interface data 

therein; and 

(iii) step (c) includes the steps of querying the first and second home devices to 
transfer said application interface data for the first and second home devices to the database 
device over the network. 



5. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein step (d) includes providing 
the first application interface description data for the first home device from the database to the 
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second home device over the network. 

6. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein step (e) includes providing 
the second application interface description data for the second home device from the data base 
to the first home device over the network. 

7. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising connecting three 
or more home devices to the network, wherein at least one home device accesses the database to 
query the application interface description data of a plurality of home devices for sending 
command and control data to the plurality of home devices over the network. 

8. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein each application interface 
description data includes data in a structured format. 

9. (Previously presented) A network system for providing a service, comprising: 

(a) a physical layer, wherein the physical layer provides a communication 
medium that can be used by devices to communicate with each other; 

(b) first home device; 

(c) a second home device; 

(d) a controller that queries the first home device to obtain first application 
interface description data, and queries the second home device to obtain second application 
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interface description data, wherein each appHcation interface description data includes 
information for commanding and controUing of the corresponding home device by another 
device connected to the network, wherein the controller stores the obtained first and second 
application interface description data in a data base; 

the second home device including application control means for accessing the first 
application interface description data for the first home device in the database and sending 
control and command data from the second home device to the first home device utilizing said 
first application interface description data; and 

the first home device including application control means for accessing the second 
application interface description data for the second home device in the database and sending 
control and command data fi-om the first home device to the second home device utilizing said 
second application interface description data; 

whereby the first and second home devices autonomously perform said service. 

10. (Previously presented) The network system of claim 9 wherein at least one 
application interface description data includes XML format. 

1 1 . (Previously presented) The network system of claim 9 wherein the controller 
fixrther comprises a data base device storing said database. 

12. (Previously presented) The network system of claim 1 1 wherein: 
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(i) 



the first home device stores first application interface description data 



therein; 



(ii) 



the second home device stores second appHcation interface description 



data therein; and 



(iii) 



said database device forms said database by querying the first and second 



home devices to transfer said first and second appUcation interface description data, respectively, 
to the database device over the network. 

13. (Previously presented) The network system of claim 9 wherein the control 
application means of the second home device obtains the first application interface description 
data for the first home device fi-om the database. 

14. (Previously presented) The network system of claim 9 wherein the control 
application means of the first home device obtains the second application interface description 
data for the second home device fi-om the data base. 

15. (Previously presented) The network system of claim 9 further comprising three or 
more home devices, wherein at least one home device accesses the database to query the 
application interface description data of a plurality of home devices for sending command and 
control data to the plurality of home devices over the network. 
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16. (Previously presented) The network system of claim 9 wherein each application 
interface description data includes data in a structured format. 

17. (Previously presented) The network system of claim 16 wherein the structured 
format includes XML format. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein step (c) further includes the steps of 
providing an agent that creates the data base. 

19. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein step (c) further includes 
the steps of providing an agent that creates the data base by obtaining the application interface 
description data of each device and storing it in the database. 

20. (Previously presented) The network system of claim 9 wherein the controller 
includes an agent that creates the data base. 

21 . (Previously presented) The network system of claim 9 wherein the controller 
includes an agent that creates the data base by obtaining the application interface description data 
of each device and storing it in the database. 

22. (Previously presented) In a network system for providing a service, the network 
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system including a physical layer, wherein the physical layer provides a communication medium 
that can be used by devices connected to the layer to communicate with each other, a controller 
comprising an agent that generates a database accessible by said devices, the database including a 
plurality of application interface description data objects, each application interface description 
data object including information for commanding and controlling of a home device by one or 
more other home devices connected to the network, whereby a first device can access an 
application interface description object for another device in the database and send control and 
command data to that other device utilizing said application interface description object, such 
that the two devices perform said service. 

23. (Previously presented) A method for performing a service on a home network, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

(a) cormecting a first home device to the home network; 

(b) cormecting a second home device to the home network; 

(c) providing a database including a plurality of application interface 
description data objects, each application interface description data object including information 
for commanding and controlling of a home device by one or more other home devices connected 
to the network; 

(d) the first home device accessing an application interface description object 
for the second home device in the database; and 

(e) the first device sending control and command data to the second home 
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device utilizing said application interface description object for the second home device over the 
network, whereby the first and second home devices autonomously perform said service. 

24. (Previously presented) The method of claim 23 wherein step (c) includes 
connecting a database device to the network, wherein the database device stores said database. 

25. (Previously presented) The method of claim 24 wherein: 

(i) the second home device stores its application interface data therein; and 

(ii) step (c) includes an initial step of forming said database by steps including 
querying the second home device to transfer said application interface data for the second home 
devices to the database device. 

26. (Previously presented) The method of claim 23 wherein step (d) includes 
providing the application interface description object for the second home device from the 
database to the first home device over the network. 

27. (Previously presented) The method of claim 23 further comprising the steps of 
connecting three or more home devices to the network, wherein at least one home device 
accesses the database to query the application interface description objects of a plurality of home 
devices for sending command and control data to the plurality of home devices over the network. 
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28. (Currently amended) A method for performing a service on a network, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) querying a device to obtain appUcation interface description data when the 
device is connected to the network, wherein the appUcation interface description data includes 
information for commanding and controlling of the device by another device connected to the 
network; and 

(b) storing the obtained application interface description data in a database; 

and: 

(c) providing an application interface description of a device from the 
database for interaction with that device utilizing said application interface description . 

29. (Previously presented) The method of claim 28, wherein at least one application 
interface description data includes XML format. 

30. (Currently amended) hi a network system for providing a service, a controller 
comprising an agent that: (a) queries a device to obtain application interface description data 
when the device is connected to the network, such that the application interface description data 
includes information for commanding and controlling of the device by another device connected 
to the network, afid (b) stores the obtained application interface description data in a database^ 
and (c) makes accessible an application interface description of a device from the database for 
interaction with that device utilizing said application interface description . 
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3 1 . (Previously presented) The controller of claim 30, wherein at least one application 
interface description data includes XML format. 

32. (Currently amended) The method of claim 28, wherein step (c) further comprises 
comprising the steps of a first device accessing an application interface description for another 
device in the database and sending control and command data to that other device utilizing said 
application interface description. 

33. (Previously presented) The system of claim 30 wherein a first device accesses an 
application interface description for another device in the database and sends control and 
conmiand data to that other device utilizing said application interface description. 
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